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In addition, businesses are now adopting circular economy practices. 

This environmental business model encourages continuous reuse of 

materials to minimize both waste and the demand for additional 

natural resources, therefore increasing recycling and reuse rates. 

Protective packaging made of paper is also reusable. Once 

the parcel has arrived safely at the recipient, the protective 

packaging can be used for further shipments without any 

loss of quality, even after a long period of time.

As the environmental impact of packaging has been rapidly increasing in 

consumer awareness, it now plays an important role in commercial success 

and has remained top of the agenda for many brands. In a recent survey 80% 

of consumers stated the reusability and recyclability of packaging are one of 

the most important features in their product choice when making a purchase 

decision. 

Recycled paper cushions can also be recycled several times. In Europe, 71,9% 

of all waste paper was recycled in 20192. This is a very high rate compared to 

many other raw materials. 

However, these two points must be considered when making the right 

selection:

2 .  R E U S A B L E  A N D  E A S Y  T O 
D I S P O S E  O F

If a product is damaged during transit and has to be replaced, 

additional resources are needed for its replacement including 

the extra transport, which increases the carbon footprint of the 

delivery. Protective Packaging made from recycled paper offers the 

same excellent in-the-box protection as virgin material. Paper is highly-

efficient, sturdy, lightweight, customizable and it is able to meet product 

and customer-specific needs. 

Whether filling voids, cushioning from potential impact or shock, blocking 

and bracing goods against transport damage, paper cushioning made from 

recycled material offers all-around perfect protection for your packaged 

goods, even if they’re small, fragile, bulky or heavy. 

1 .  E X C E L L E N T 
P R O T E C T I V E  P R O P E R T I E S

1Raconteur – Future of Packaging Report 2020-21 (https://raconteur.uberflip.com/i/1289441-future-of-packaging-2020/1?)
2Statista Recycling rate of waste paper in Europe from 1991 to 2020 (https://de.statista.com/statistik/daten/studie/168479/umfrage/recyclingquote-von-altpapier-in-europa-seit-1991/)

 ▶ P A P E R  C O AT I N G :  I N  P A R T I C U L A R ,  T H E  S O - C A L L E D  C O M P O S I T E 

M AT E R I A L S ,  I N  W H I C H  T H E  P A P E R  I S  I N E X T R I C A B LY  L I N K E D  T O 

A N O T H E R  M AT E R I A L ,  O F T E N  P L A S T I C ,  P O S E  A  M A J O R  C H A L L E N G E 

W H E N  I T  C O M E S  T O  R E C Y C L I N G .

 ▶ P R I N T I N G  I N K S :  F O R  T H E  D E I N K I N G  P R O C E S S ,  S E L E C T I N G 

R E C Y C L A B L E  P R I N T I N G  I N K S  I S  T H E  B E S T  O P T I O N  A S  T H E Y  C A N  B E 

E A S I LY  R E M O V E D  B Y  T H E  R E C Y C L E R

Protective packaging’s key role is to protect goods during 

transit from damage. When the parcel arrives, it is not 

only important that the consumer is satisfied, it is also 

vital that the impact on the environment is minimized. 

While the global pandemic is accelerating e-commerce 

sales, online retailers are seeing this trend continue 

which means the role of sustainable protective packaging 

has never been more important. As a sustainable product, 

recycled papers offer many benefits. The following are 

five things you need to know about paper as a protective 

packaging material:
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Protective packaging made from 

recycled paper offers numerous 

advantages:

1. Same excellent protective properties 

 as conventional material

2. Fits the circular economy model

3. Low energy and water consumption 

 and CO2 emissions 

4. Flexible, adapts to individual packaging needs

5. High customer rating 

S U M M A R Y

At first glance, consumers have limited influence on the choice of protective 

packaging and it is the responsibility of retailers and packaging suppliers 

to use the most appropriate protective packaging. However, in the long 

term, choosing the ‘right’ protective packaging can have a positive impact 

on consumers‘ purchasing decisions. Market research in 2020 has shown 

companies that package their products with paper are rated higher by 77% of 

consumers5 than those using other protective packaging materials. 

5 .  C O N S U M E R S  L I K E  P A P E R 
P A C K A G I N G

Recycled paper pads are lightweight and thin and help to reduce the environmental 

impact of transportation. Due to their flexible properties, recycled paper cushions can 

be used in a variety of ways as protective packaging, not only ensuring reliable shipping 

protection against transportation damage from knocks and impact but also securely 

pack sensitive and fragile products. For consumers, an important factor when making a 

purchase decision is the amount of packaging used. This is supported by a recent survey 

with 50% of global customers saying they would avoid products that require a lot of 

packaging quoting ‘as much as necessary, as little as possible’.4 In response to these rising 

calls from consumers for use of sustainable and reduced in-the-box packaging, companies 

must consider the amount of paper they need and use. Ideally, manufactures of paper 

cushioning should be able to provide a wide variety of recycled paper packaging solutions 

for a diverse range of industries which means products can be tailored to individual 

packing requirements ensuring boxes are not over filled with wasteful paper.

4 .  L O W  U S E  O F  M A T E R I A L

In addition to the wood used as a raw material, which is no longer required 

for renewed production of recycled paper cushions, the water and energy 

requirements also decrease significantly. The lower energy consumption 

reduces the resulting emissions, which means that protective packaging made 

from recycled paper is more sustainable.

In concrete terms, the use of paper made from 100% recycled material 

compared to kraft paper without recycled content means a reduction 

in CO2 emissions of up to 22%. This not only has a positive effect on the 

environment, but also companies, which focus on sustainability as a key 

purchasing requirement, and can improve their own carbon footprint by using 

recycled protective packaging.

Besides the CO2 consumption significantly is being reduced, also the use of 

fossil resources is reduced by up to 40% and the water consumption by even 

up to 87%.3

Thus, protective packaging made of 100% recycled paper can be clearly 

classified as sustainable.

3 .  R E S O U R C E - S A V I N G

T H E  B E N E F I T S  O F  U S I N G 

R E C Y C L E D  P A P E R S 

LESS CO2 EMISSIONS 
22%

REDUCTION OF THE 
CONSUMPTION OF FOSSIL 
RESOURCES

40%

REDUCTION OF WATER 
CONSUMPTION

87%

CONSUMERS RATE COMPANIES THAT USE 
PAPER PACKAGING HIGHER BY 

5The Attitude and Usage Tracking (A&U), Isobar November 2020 (https://www.thepackagingportal.com/industry-news/paper-and-packaging-industry-marketing-campaign-amplifies-essential-products/)
3Storopack internal life cycle analysis

4Ipsos Global Advisor 2020 (https://www.ipsos.com/en/two-thirds-citizens-around-world-agree-climate-change-serious-crisis-coronavirus)
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“The range of products sold via e-commerce has 

increased at unprecedented rates. Often the 

only restriction has been how to package goods 

appropriately for despatch via usual courier systems. 

We use Storopack’s PAPERplus® recycled paper solutions 

to remove these restrictions and demonstrate that there is 

little that cannot be sold on the internet and despatched all 

over the UK. Storopack allows us to do this in a cost effective and 

environmentally friendly way. You may be surprised at how many 

of your products can be opened up for despatch all over Britain and 

beyond.”

Bruno Beech, Marketing Director of Plus Packaging, providing solutions for 

high volume, bespoke transit packaging for over thirty years.

CD Group is the right choice in Italy when it comes to storing, packaging, and 

shipping a variety of products: Within the group, Difarco, Phardis, Stock House 

Italia Logistic and Phardis Life manage goods ranging from clothes to cosmetics 

and pharmaceuticals. The volumes involved are impressive: founded in 1979, 

the company processes 18,000 orders daily at six locations and looks after 190 

brands. Storopack helps the service provider ensure that the shipping goods 

reach the customer perfectly protected.

CD Group uses both PAPERplus® Papillon and PAPERplus® Classic 100% recycled 

paper. “Our customers […] often place importance on sustainability. Storopack 

has just the right products, […] [with] protective packaging made from recycled 

paper,” says Guia D’Acquisto, company’s director. “And more importantly, 

Storopack has helped us make our packing processes much more efficient. So 

you no longer have to wait for more packaging materials to be available.”

Discover more about Storopack’s recycled 

packaging solutions by either visiting our 

sustainability page or contacting our packaging 

experts. 

C U S T O M E R  S U C C E S S  S T O R Y : 

C D  G R O U P,  I TA LY

C U S T O M E R  T E S T I M O N I A L :

P L U S  P A C K A G I N G ,  U K 

www.storopack.uk/sustainability

“Our customers […] often place importance 

on sustainability. Storopack has just the right 

products, […] [with] protective packaging made 

from recycled paper.”

GUIA D’ACQUISTO, COMPANY’S DIRECTOR, 

CD GROUP

M A N A G I N G 
R A P I D  G R O W T H 
W I T H  S T O R O P A C K 
R E C Y C L E D  P A P E R  P A D S



If you would like to obtain additional information or speak to 
us directly, please feel free to get in touch with us. 
We at Storopack are happy to help.

Storopack UK Ltd.
8 Julian Road
Roman Ridge Industrial Estate
Sheff ield S9 1FZ

T +44 (0) 114 249 2004
F +44 (0) 114 249 2006

packaging.uk@storopack.com
www.storopack.uk
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